PAPER WRITING SUGGESTIONS

     Papers should be typed and double-spaced (with a common font).  A clean-looking paper will help you.  Proper spelling and grammar are important, and will affect your grade.

     Unless otherwise specified, your paper should focus on an idea or a few ideas related to the assigned topic which intrigue you.  Set aside some time to think about the paper before you write.  Make notes of your thoughts.  Review the assigned material and look for passages related to your topic.  Construct an outline.  Include brief but accurate summation of the relevant readings and some self-investigation.  Why are you interested in what you wrote about?  After writing a first draft, check to see if you clearly state, then address, the main issue(s) or theme(s), and if your paper has an introduction and conclusion.  

     I am looking for clear self-expression and increased self-understanding in addition to understanding and critical analysis of textual material.

     You may rewrite, and at times I will encourage you to rewrite.  Remember that there is a library nearby, and that you can consult with me about research resources.  If you refer to or quote course books, page numbers may be put in parentheses after references.  We also have an excellent Writing Center (Reed 419, 257-7221), if you need help.

     Your paper will be graded on:

          1) form (presentation, grammar, spelling, punctuation).

          2) clarity of focus, organization, and expression.

          3) comprehension and utilization of course material.

          4) critical reflection and personal insight.

