
Å5.0 Bya ïFormation of the solar system

Å4.6 Bya ïFormation of the Earth

Å3.5 Bya ïEvidence of oldest fossil cells

Å2.0 Bya ïIncrease in oxygen in 

atmosphere

Å1.3 Bya ïOldest fossil eukaryotes

Å0.9 Bya ïOldest multicellular organisms

Å0.6 Bya ïDiversification of animal life

(1 billion years = 1,000,000,000 years)

Evolutionary history of the Earth
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Major geological periods



The animal kingdom in context



Tetrapods: amphibians, reptiles, birds, and mammals

Fossil tetrapod amphibian from the Carboniferous (354 Mya)
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